
                                                December Newsletter 2011
In this Christmas season, I wish for you and your family an abundance of peace, love, and joy.  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for choosing our school and entrusting us with your most precious gifts, your children.  We are truly blessed! 
Yard Sale

Our Yard Sale was a wonderful success with a $750 profit!!  Thanks to one and all for your help in pulling off this event.  Our biggest “thank you” goes to Kate & Jared Repka for doing all of the organizational “dirty work”.  We are very grateful for the generosity and support of all our families.  You are what make Holy Family ECC a family!
Yankee Candle Fundraiser

Also, our Yankee Candle Fundraiser was another success!!  Our families can sell ice water to Eskimos!  Great job by all, but very special thanks to Jeanine Ziemak for handling all the nitty gritty details!  We expect our delivery the last week of school before break.  It will be large and we may need help (service hour opportunity)!   Further information will become available once we have confirmation of the exact delivery date. 
Campus Cleanup 
On Saturday, December 10th starting at 8am, there will be a Holy Family Church and School Campus Cleanup.  Service Hours are available for students and parents.  We are in need of yard tools!  Rakes, shovels, wheel barrels, hedge clippers, etc…
Parish Stewardship 

As the new year fast approaches, the Holy Family Catholic Parish Stewardship Pledge Form is due.  It is an annual form for every one of our Holy Family Families and is due by January 1st, 2012.  All registered members should have received one through the mail.  There is also a form posted on the Holy Family website.  Whether or not you receive parish rates for tuition is determined by your Pledge Form and mass attendance.  So get busy and get that form turned in to the Parish office as soon as possible.       

Cold Weather Clothing

Be aware that the change of clothes in the children’s cubbies should reflect the weather outside and a few of our little ones have taken a growth spurt and may need a size bigger.  If you are bringing in jackets, sweaters, or anything make sure it is labeled with your child’s name.  Unless it is raining, we will go outside every day.  Yes, in the cold too!  Brrrrrr!
Lunch

WOW!  The children’s lunches are just wonderful!  Refueling with such healthy food makes for such a great rest of the day.  Two pieces of advice:  Please include forks or spoons and napkins or paper towels and remember that the children really do have small tummies, so small portions are much more manageable for them.  For example:  instead of a big, beautiful, juicy red apple, maybe a few slices from that same apple.  Soak them in juice and it keeps the slices from turning brown.  Thank you so much for getting on board with us and helping the children to “build better bodies”.  Childhood obesity has become such a health issue in the United States in recent years and we are very conscious of the importance of working together so that none of our little ones ever suffer this fate!   

Advent Project

Our School, through the Student Leadership Board, has adopted the Elves for Elders Pinellas.  This is a service organized by the Area Agency on Aging to Provide Christmas gift packages for the low-income elderly they serve in Pinellas County.  Many of these folks have barely enough income to cover housing and/or food and medicine, and most do not have a family “support system” to look out for them.  You can learn more about this worthwhile cause and how or what to donate by visiting www.holyfamily-school.com.  We only have a short time to collect and we will need all your items by Friday, December 9th.   
“Cookies with Santa” –Wednesday, December 14th 

The children will have a special visitor from the North who will read them a story and give them a book as a gift.  We are asking that each family donate 1 gift wrapped book that can go to either a boy or a girl.  Also, remember that the book that you donate may not go to your child.  Save any “special” books for under your tree at home.  Books need to be in the office by Monday, December 12th.  

Christmas Performance ~ Wednesday, December 14th ~ 6:30pm in the Church
Watch the doors and website for further information!
Your child’s lines and/or songs have all gone home with them.  Practice, practice, practice, and practice loudly!!  Dress the children in their Sunday best, have them in their classrooms at 6:00pm sharp, and go find your seats in the Church in joyful anticipation for a truly heart warming performance!
Last Day before Break ~ Friday, December 16th ~ Pajama Day 
We will be having a Pajama Party, watching a Christmas movie, and enjoying some fun snacks.  Send your children to school dressed in their jammies and they may also bring a blanket and pillow.  We will still be going outside, so make sure they have appropriate footwear.  
School Day Hours for Friday, December 16th
Half Day Children ~ 8:00am - 11:30am ~ No Lunch Bunch
Full Day Children ~ 8:00am – 3:00pm ~ No Extended Day

Last Day to Purchase Wrap for VPK ~ Friday, January 6, 2012
VPK ends on May 1, 2012 for our students who have opted VPK only.  If you would like your child to attend school until the end, you will need to change your status in the preschool office so that the adjustments can be made through SMART Tuition for payment.  

Dates to Remember:

December 8                      Feast of the Immaculate Conception ~ Pre K attends Mass 8:30am
December 10 

School Cleanup ~ 8am
December 14                    Cookies with Santa (Just for the children)
                                          Annual Christmas Performance in the Church 6:30pm
                                          Followed by Milk and Cookies in Diffley Hall
December 16                     Pajama Day ~ Children may wear their jammies to school.

                                          3 o’clock dismissal ~ NO Extended Day
December 18-January 2    Christmas Break

January 3 (Tuesday)          Classes resume
January  6 (Friday)            Last day to purchase Wrap Around for VPK students
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Nina Meyers and the Staff of the ECC
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